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SENATE RESOLUTION 11  

By  Beavers 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize Tyler Cates American Legion Post 

#281 in Mt. Juliet as it hosts the second annual 
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day event. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the privilege of this General Assembly to recognize those venerable 

organizations that seek to honor our war veterans, calling attention to the service and sacrifice 

these individuals made for their country; and 

 WHEREAS, one such organization is Tyler Cates American Legion Post #281 in Mt. 

Juliet, which will be hosting its second annual Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day event this 

year to honor those men and women who were denied a proper welcome upon returning home 

more than forty years ago; and 

 WHEREAS, on January 12, 1962, the United States Army launched its first combat 

mission against the Viet Cong, thus beginning one of our Nation's longest and most challenging 

military conflicts; the dense jungle terrain of this foreign battlefield proved perilous and 

formidable, even for the skilled men and women of our military; and 

 WHEREAS, the story of the Vietnam War is a story of patriots who braved the line of fire, 

who cast themselves into harm's way to save a friend, who fought tenaciously to preserve the 

liberties we hold dear.  From Ia Drang to Hue, they won every major battle of the war and 

upheld the highest traditions of our Armed Forces; and 

 WHEREAS, our veterans answered our country's call and served with honor, and on 

March 29, 1973, the last of our troops returned home from Vietnam; unfortunately, more than a 

decade of war had so tested the fabric of our Nation that our military men and women, war 

weary and seeking the familiar comforts of home and the welcoming embrace of homecoming, 

were instead greeted with hostility and scorn; and 
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 WHEREAS, this most egregious indignity will forever be a blight on the collective 

conscience of our Nation; while we cannot be absolved from such opprobrium, we must do our 

utmost to set things right—by venerating our Vietnam veterans, honoring their contributions to 

our Nation, and recognizing their rightful place in history; and 

 WHEREAS, we who were spared the unspeakable tribulations of Vietnam will never fully 

comprehend what it meant to serve our country in that dark hour; we can only stand in awe of 

such supreme sacrifice.  More than 58,000 laid down their lives in service to our Nation.  

Thousands returned home bearing shrapnel and scars; still more were burdened by the invisible 

wounds of post-traumatic stress, of Agent Orange, and of harrowing memories too acute to ever 

fade; and 

 WHEREAS, more than one-half century after those helicopters swept off the ground and 

into the annals of history, we pay tribute to the fallen, the missing, the wounded, the millions 

who served, and the millions more who awaited their return.  Our Nation stands stronger for 

their service, and on Vietnam Veterans Day, we honor their proud legacy with our deepest 

gratitude; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we hereby commemorate Vietnam 

Veterans Day in Tennessee and join with the distinguished membership of Tyler Cates 

American Legion Post #281 in Mt. Juliet as they celebrate their second annual Welcome Home 

Vietnam Veterans Day event. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


